INDIANA'S PreAdmission Screening (IPAS) Program (IPAS-INFO 1/96)
Indiana's Nursing Facility PreAdmission Screening (IPAS) program can help you evaluate your situation and
provide information on possible alternatives to admission to a nursing facility (NF).

Indiana's PAS program started in 1983. Its primary purpose is to assure that, before an individual is placed in
a NF, alternatives such as in-home and community services have been explored.

The State Legislature was also concerned about rising Medicaid costs for NF care and the increasing number
of elderly people. The IPAS program monitors NF admissions to assure that placements are appropriate.
Individuals are helped to stay at home by finding and assisting them to access in-home and community
services that are necessary to avoid or delay NF placement. Nursing facility beds are then available for those
who need them most.

WHAT IS PRE-ADMISSION SCREENING (PAS)?

IPAS is a process which consists of an application, a comprehensive assessment of needs, a plan of care, and
a finding or decision concerning the most appropriate placement for an individual made by professionals
familiar with the needs of individuals seeking admission to nursing facilities.

DO | HAVE TO PARTICIPATE IN IPAS?

By state law, ALL persons, regardless of income or resources, must participate in IPAS to be admitted to a NF
in Indiana. You may choose to agree or refuse to participate. However, if you refuse and are admitted to a
NF, you will incur a penalty of non-payment by Medicaid of per diem costs for up to one (1) year. NOTE: It
is the responsibility of every NF in Indiana to inform each individual seeking admission that there is an IPAS
program, what it is, and the penalty for non-participation.

HOW DO | APPLY FOR IPAS?

Application is usually made through the NF to which you are seeking admission. It may also be made at a
hospital in which you are a patient or at your local Area Agency on Aging. The NF must assure that the IPAS
application is immediately sent to the IPAS agency. A NF which admits an individual without following
IPAS program requirements commits a Class A infraction. Federal law also requires the NF to provide
answers to a series of questions called a Level | screen. The answers to these questions will indicate whether
a specialized assessment (Level Il) should be done to identify additional services you may need for a
condition of mental illness or developmental disability.

HOW LONG DOES THE IPAS DECISION TAKE?

The time limit for the IPAS process varies according to the situation. It should be completed within the
following time frames:

-At home: As soon as possible, but no later than 25 days

-In the nursing facility: Within the time limits specified under the designee authorization for admission
-Emergency/APS: Within 25 days from the date of admission

-Short-Term (30-Day): If discharged within the 30-day limit, no assessment is completed. If longer stay is
needed, complete assessment within an additional 25 days




-Direct-from-Hospital: Doctor ' s estimated recovery time (ERT) plus 25 days, not to exceed 120 days
(Medicaid eligibles limited to 25 days)

When a Level 11 assessment is needed, a determination should be made within 7-9 working days.
When an IPAS assessment is completed, you will receive the decision on a PAS Form 4B.

MUST | ENTER A NURSING FACILITY IF IPAS FINDS THAT PLACEMENT IS
APPROPRIATE?

No. The IPAS finding that placement is appropriate means that you have needs which NF care is designed to
meet and that community support services to meet those needs were not available. You may always choose to
use services which have been identified and remain at home or in the community. However, if you enter a NF
after an IPAS finding that placement is NOT appropriate, you will incur the penalty of non-payment of per
diem by Medicaid for up to one year from the date of admission.

WHAT IF THE IPAS SCREENING IS NOT COMPLETED ON TIME?

If everyone (including your doctor, the NF and others as appropriate) cooperated promptly to provide
necessary information, but the IPAS decision was not rendered in time, you may request a waiver of the IPAS
penalty from the State. If the waiver is granted, you may enter the NF without incurring the IPAS penalty.
Contact your local IPAS agency for information and assistance. NOTE: If Medicaid per diem is needed, all
other Medicaid eligibility requirements apply. If you seek Medicaid for your NF care, you will need to
provide information to OMPP concerning your IPAS participation status.

WHAT IF | DO NOT AGREE WITH THE IPAS FINDING?
You may appeal any decision if you do not agree. Directions on how to appeal are printed on the back of the
IPAS determination form (PAS Form 4B) which you will receive.

Contact your local Area Agency on Aging to receive assistance and answer and questions.



